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Gentlemen. 

A  GREAT  deal  of  RefpeCt  is  cer¬ 
tainly  due  to  your  Character's,  as  to 
Men  of  Property,  and  of  Honour ; 
in  which  Light  I  venture  to  addrefs  myfelf  to 
vour  Attentions  with  the  utmoft  Veneration, 
but  with  that  Freedom  which  becomes  an 
Advocate  for  the  Honour  of  his  Country. 

The  Relation  which  you  bear  to  this  King¬ 
dom,  many  of  you  having  been  long  relident 
in  it,  or  being  naturalized  Subjects,  or  Na¬ 
tives  of  it,  bolides  the  Intereft  which  you 
have  in  its  Liberty  and  Prefervation,  from  the 
necelTary  Connections  of  your  Families, 
Friendthips,  and  Fortunes,  are  fo  many  In¬ 
ducements  for  me  to  wifli,  that  there  never 
may  be  Occalion  for  any  malevolent  Infmu- 
ations  with  regard  to  your  ConduCt. 

I  can  never  be  perfuaded  to  believe  that  you 
are,  or  have  been  in  any  ways  inftrumental  to 
what  mull  endanger  that  Liberty,  or  make 
that  Property  uncertain. 

B  I» 


s  it  to  be  credited  that  your  Induflry  has 
ever  ferved  to  promote  thofe  Clamours  both 

i  .  ne.  and  Abroad,  which  tend  to  create 
Lnm.ty  between  two  Nations,  whofe  real 
and  fubftantial  Interefts  have  lon?  been 
united  ;  and  fo  clofely  united,  that  the  rend- 
rng  them  afunder  would  prove  a  Separation 
deftrudive  moft  certainly  to  the  very  Exift- 
ence  of  one  of  the  Governments  fo  united 
and  ruinous  to  both  ?  Nor  can  the  Imagina¬ 
tion  of  your  greateft  Enemies  have  fuppofed 
t  at  any  of- you,  tho’  only  refident  in  this 
Country,  (I  fay  nothing  of  its  native  Sublets) 
i  a'a6,  been  concerned  in  a  contraband  and 
noffile  Traffic  It  is  treafonable  in  Subjets, 
2nd  unjuftifiaole  in  Friends. 

.  ButJat  tlae  bime  time  that  no  Doubt  is  to 
oe  made,  that  you  have  never  ceafed  to  pre- 
ierve  the  true  Charaters  of  Merchants,  and 
good  Hollanders,  yet  you  cannot  but  be  fen- 
ffb.e  that  in  the  prefent  War,  Great-Britain 
is  under  an  unhappy  Necefiity  of  contending 
not  on.y  with  the  Violence  of  its  Enemies,, 
but  with  the  Colluflons  of  its  Allies. 

.  Wealth  and  Commerce  of  this  Na¬ 
tion  is  become  too  dazling  not  to  be  leem 
by  tome  of  the  Maritime  Powers  with  Ma¬ 
levolence,  the  natural  Effed  of  a  blind  Self- 
Intereft.- 

Notwithfianding  that  the  immenfe  Influ¬ 
ence,  the  excefllve  Ambition,  and  the  unna¬ 
tural  Combinations  of  France,  who  has  pof- 
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feffed  herfelf,  as  a  Depofit,  of  the  whole 
Auftrian  Dominions  on  this  Side  of  the  Rhine, 
and  even  of  Capital  Cities  in  the  Heart  of  the 
Empire,  notwithftanding  that  fuch  Circum- 
ftances  ought  at  this  Time  not  lefs  than  at 
any  former  Period,  to  be  alarming  to  her 
Neighbours,  yet,  it  may  be  judged  from  a 
Behaviour  never  to  be  forgotten,  from  the 
captious  Refentment*  exprefled  when  the  Ar¬ 
my  of  the  Allies  did  but  juft  border  upon  the 
Territories  of  a  certain  State,  from  the  Rea- 
dinefs  with  which  the  Convoys  of  the  Ene¬ 
my  when  marching  to  invade  were  permitted 
to  pafs  near  Fortreffes  of  the  higheft  Import¬ 
ance,  it  may  be,  it  muft  be  clearly  feen,  from 
all  thefe  Circumftances,  how  narrow  have 
been  the  Politics  of  thofe  Neutral  Neigh¬ 
bours  ;  Politics  that  extend  no  farther  than  the 
immediate  Advantage  which  they  hope  to 
reap  from  the  prefent  unhappy  Situation  of 
the  Affairs  of  Europe. 

B  2  With 
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*  See  the  Letter  of  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwic,  June  24, 
1758,  to  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  late  Princefs  Governante,  in 
■Anfwer  to  the  Representations  of  the  States  of  Betuwe  and 
of  the  Quarter  of  Zutphen,  which  obliged  him  to  remove,  as 
high  up  as  Rees,  the  Bridge  which  was  flung  over  at  Bimmen, 
and  which  was  abfolutely  nece/Tary  for  the  Communication  of 
all  the  Troops  which  were  polled  on  the  Right  Side  of  the 
Rhine,  and  whofe  PalTage  was  greatly  retarded  upon  this 
Account ;  although  the  Entrance  of  it  was  from  the  Bylandle- 
Grind  belonging  to  the  King  of  Prulha,  and  the  other  End  ot 
it  only  touched  upon  about  a  Hundred  Paces  of  the  Province 
of  Gueldres,  but  where  there  were  no  Pillars  to  mark,  or  Per¬ 
sons  prefent  to  point  out  the  precife  Limits  of  the  Dutch 
Territory.  Utrecht  Gazette,  June  27,  17 58. 

'  \ 


1 


1 


t  4  ] 

■  With  Regard  to  France,  (he  has  been  but 
too  fuLvdsful  in  improving  thefe  Difpofitions  * 
her  affeded  Moderation  has  removed  their 
Fears,  and  her  Conceffions  have  allured  their 
Avarice.  She  has  exaggerated  the  Conduit 
of  tnis  Nation  with  the  odious  Colours  of  a 
piratical  State.  She  has  reprefented  it  as 
gralping  at  the  only  true  and  univerfal  Em- 
?!re’  a  un*verlal  and  exclufive  Commerce, 
one  has  given  extraordinary  Privileges  to  par¬ 
ticular  Subjeds  of  our  Allies,  in  opening  to 
them  a  free  Accefs  to  her  Colonies, by  a  *  Suf- 
penfe  of  her  fundamental  Laws ;  and  has 
granted  them  a  Bounty  -j~  upon  that  very  Ar¬ 
ticle  of  Commerce  which  has  lately  become 
an  Gbjed  of  Emulation  between  us  and 
’them.  In  fliort,  fhe  has  negleded  no  one 
Spring  which  the  is  capable  of  moving,  to 
turn  every  other  commercial  Power  againft 

us. 


J  I  £**!?  °r  Li,cences  Slanted  to  Dutch  Ships  going  to 
the  french  i Hands  in  America,  is  inferted  a  Claufe  in  regard 
to  certain  Duties  which  are  to  be  paid ;  and  as  a  Proof  of  the 
1  ruth  that  Dutch  Ships  without  fuch  Licences  would  be  good 
Prizes  when  taken  by  the  French  Cruizers,  the  French  Com- 
nnffions  of  War  run  in  this  manner,  authorizing  -  to  cruize  on 
the  Ships,  Barks,  and  other  Ve/Tels,  as  well  Trench  as  Fo- 
it  cTaIryj?S  on  a  Foreign  and  prohibited  Trade  to  the 

^rench  J^ands  in  America;  to  fubdue  them  by  Force  of 

'  t0  ,  e  arK*  carl7  them  t0  thp  I /land  the  nearefl  to 

the  Place  where  the  Prize  /hall  have  been  made,  &c,” 

T  eptjinbu’4,  1758,  Count  D’ A Fry  the  French  Miniiler 
acquainted  the  States  General,  that  his  Mailer  was  pleafed  tp 
grant  a  Bounty  to  Dutch  Subje&s  importing  Herrings  into  his 
Dominions,  and  that  the  9th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Com- 

perce  of  the  21ft  of  December,'  1739,  ftould  be  executed 
prLpijftonally^ 
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us,  and  to  avail  herfelf  of  their  Affiftance, 
either  openly  or  collufively,  without  which 
flie  mufl  foon  find  herfelf  without  Refource. 

In  Confequence  of  this  Policy,  every  At¬ 
tempt  to  impede  thefe  Collufions  has  been 
productive  of  the  loudeft  Complaints,  and 
even  of  Threatenings,  yet  at  the  fame  Time 
a  pufillanimous  Complaifance  on  the  Part  of 
this  Nation  would  but  add  to  the  Number  of 
repeated  Complaints,  and  fubjeCt  it  to  the 
Impertinence,  and  even  Infults  of  the  moft 
infignificant  Governments. 

Whatever  have  been  the  flattering  Ex¬ 
pectations  which  the  Minifters  of  any  Fo¬ 
reign  States  may  have  formed,  that  the 
Counfels  of  Great  Britain  are  directed  by  a 
timid  Policy,  yet  they  will  do  well  to  con- 
fider,  that  l'uch  a  Policy  under  the  prefent 
Circumftances,  is  as  little  of  a  Colour  with 
the  Temper  of  this  Nation,  as  with  the 
Genius  of  its  Minifters,  or  of  its  great 
Ally. 

It  is  not  therefore  to  be  doubted,  but 
that  Great-Britain  will  proceed  with  the 
fame  Relolution  and  Courage  to  controul  her 
collufive  Friends,  as  to  attack  her  avowed 
Enemies  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  (lie  is 
ready  to  juflify  her  ConduCt  both  to  the  one 
and  the  other,  upon  the  moft  equitable  Prin¬ 
ciples.  Her  ConduCl  appears  to  have  been 
fully  juftified  by  the  folid  Anfwers  of  her 
Minifters,  both  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

■  *  •  V,  ,  .  , 
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After  fo  many  minute  Difcuffions,  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  you  have  too  much  Penetration,  not 
to  have  been  entirely  convinced  long  aeo, 
that  the  Caufe  of  the  Dutch  Nation  is  to¬ 
tally  difhnd  from  the  Cafe  of  a  few.  who 
are,  or  who  pretend  to  be,  its  Subjeds. 

The  Rights  of  an  Ally,  and  of  all  true 
Hollanders,  are  as  facred  to  every  true 
Englifhman,  as  his  own  Liberty.  Nor  can 
any  Union  be  more  cordial  than  that,  which, 
when  rightly  underftood,  appears  to  be  efta- 
blifhed  upon  Fundamental  Interefts. 

Every  Subjed  of  Holland,  that  ads  as  a  \ 
real  Dutchman,  will  moff  certainly  be  treated 
as  iuch,  but  the  Dutchman  who  purs  upon 
himfelf  a  borrowed  Charader,  has  little 
Reafon  to  complain,  if  he  is  treated  like 
what  he  appears  to  be,  the  Deferter  of  his 
own  Country,  and  the  Enemy  of  its  Ally. 

Such  Attachments  have  no  other  Princi¬ 
ple  than  that  of  an  unbounded  Avarice;  a 
Principle  capable  of  breaking  the  tendered: 
and  firmed:  T  ies  of  every  Duty,  in  every 
Relation.  Subjects  fo  difpofed  are  fufpicious 
to  every  Government  under  which  they  live,  l 
and  whofe  Protection  they  can  little  deferve, 
fince  thele  Difpodtions  cannot  fail  to  prompt 
every  Means  of  increafing  the  Wealth  of 
private  Perfons,  however  repugnant  thofe 
Mans  miy  be  to  the  fundamental  Interefts 
and  Alliances  of  their  Country,  and  to  the 
mod:  facred  Laws  of  Neutrality  and  }udice. 

But 
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But  fuch  Difpofitions  defeat  even  their 
own  End ;  for,  as  their  Objedt  neceffarily 
mah.es  the  Caufe  of  luch  Perlons  a  Coviitiotl 
Caufe  with  the  weakeft  of  the  Powers  at 
War,  the  Means  purfued  by  them  can  only 
ferve  to  promote  a  Rupture  of  their  own 
Government  with  the  ftrongeft  Party;  which 
would  be  a  Conduit  oppofite  to  all  the  Rules 
of  that  experienced  Policy,  which  has  long 
been  the  Prefervation  of  Republics  and  leffer 
States. 

But  in  regard  to  the  prefent  Cafe,  how 
extremely  inconfident  with  Prudence,  on 
the  Patt  of  Holland,  would  be  a  Rupture 
with  Great-Britain  ?  Whether  we  confider 
the  Privilege  contended  for  by  the  Dutch 
Traders  either  in  Europe  or  America  ?  Let 
it  be  a  Iked  thefe  falfe- Patriots,  io  clamorous 
for .  the  infulted  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
their  Country,  would  they  betray  to  a  blind 
and  impotent  Spirit  of  Revenge,  their  own 
more  effential  private  Interefts,  and  that  of 
the  maritime  Provinces  of  Holland  ?  The 
fatal  Confequences  that  mud  flow  from  it 
to  all  the  inland  Provinces,  are  but  too  ob¬ 
vious.  If  the  Dutch  States  ffiould  be  obliged, 
by  importunate  Clamours,  to  enter  into  a 
War  with  England,  do  the  Subjects  of  Hol¬ 
land,  who  are  concerned  to  maintain  this 
lucrative  Traffic  with  the  Enemy,  intend  ' 
to  deitroy,  by  the  Means  they  would  uf© 
to  preferve  it,  the  very  Exigence  of  the 

Privilege 
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Privilege  which  is  contended  for,  in  every 
Extent  ? 

But  with  regard  to  Indulgences  and  Con- 
ceffions,  they  iurely  can  never  be  hoped  for, 
till  a  more  decent  Condud  on  the  Part  of 
Dutch  Traders,  and  an  Alteration  of  un¬ 
friendly  Meafures  on  the  Part  of  the  Dutch 
Government,  ihall  reftore  that  Confidence 
which  cannot  fubfift  under  the  prefent  Cir- 
cumftances. 

Your  Correfpondents,  Gentlemen,  will  do 
well  to  take  the  Advice,  of  which  I  make 
no  doubt  but  that  your  Prudence  has  fug- 
gefted  it  to  them:  They  will  do  well  to  re¬ 
fled,  how  inconfiftent  their  Condud:  has 
been  with  thefe  effential  Views,  w'hich  re¬ 
gard  not  lcfs  the  Permanency  than  the  Ex- 
tenfion  of  Commerce.  It  is  a  difagreeable 
Truth  j  they  may  become  too  foon  unhap¬ 
pily  convinced,  how  much  they  have  urged 
the  Conteft  to  an  Extremity,  from  which 
they  will  not  eafily  recede.  The  Objed  of 
it  was  a  private  one  ;  and  they  have  made  it 
a  National.  Not  contented  to  enjoy  a  very 
important  Privilege,  in  its  natural  Latitude, 
with  Moderation  j  to  tafte  the  Sweets  of 
Commerce  and  Tranquillity,  and  all  thofe 
filent  Benefits,  which  increafe  naturally  of 
themfelves,  in  proportion  as  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  States  are  involved  in  all  the  Miferies  of 
War ;  thus  incapable  of  knowing  their  own 
Happinefs  or  Duty,  does  it  become  a  few 

Mer- 
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Merchants  of  Holland,  to  engage  the  vaft 
Majority  of  that  induftrious  and  peaceable 
People  in  a  ffloft  deftruftive  War,  againft 
their  antient  Ally  ?  A  War,  as  unnatural  as 
ever  was  excited  by  the  civil  Diftentions  of 
antient  Rome;  to  died  the  Blood  of„  fraternal 

Armies  ?  . 

Ifpeak  with  Warmth  for  the  whole  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Holland.  They  deferve  Redrefs. 
And  is  it  not  an  Injury  that  demands  it, 
that  a  few  Men  fhpuld  dare  to  embarrafs  the 
general  Commerce  of  a  whole  Nation  with 
the  mod  difagreeable  Perplexities,  merely 
Upon  their  Account?  Mull  thefe  Injuries  be 
aggravated  too,  by  Dangers  inci  cafing  .on 
every  Side,  and  accumulated  by  the  blind 
and  obftiriate  Conduct  of  an  avaritio'us  and 

contemptible  Minority  ? 

The  reformed  Religion  mu  ft  tremble  at 
the  ConfeqUences.  Can  it  be  conceived, 
that  from  fo  defpicable  a  Source,  as  a  Angle 
Mercantile  Houfe,  in  one  of  the  maritime 
Cities  of  Holland,  already  feems  deftined  to 
be  poured  with  Profufion,  the  Blood  of  two 
Nations,  who,  for  near  two  Hundred  Years, 
have  almoft  conftantly  fought  Under  the 
fame  Banners,  in  Defence  of  the  fame  Prin¬ 
ciples,  of  civil  and  religious  Liberty  ?  So 
dreadful  are  the  Effe&s  of  Avarice,  and  fo 
narrow  are  the  Views  of  a  temporary  and 
mifguided  Policy  1 


The 
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The  able,  and  very  refpeftable  Perfonsj 

who  are  entrufted  with  the  Adminiflration 
of  luch  important,  and  national  Interefts,  in 
Holland,  can  never  fee  fuch  Attempts  to  em¬ 
broil  the  State,  without  (hewing  their  Refent- 
ment  to  the  Authors  of  them,  for  their  own 
Jullification  :  Nor  will  (urely  the  body  of  Mer¬ 
chants,  who  are  more  confiderable  in  Rank, 
in  Property,  and  in  Number,  permit  their 
fair  and  legal  Commerce  to  be  diflurbed  any 
longer,  merely  upon  account  of  the  Pre- 
fumptions  which  are  too  ftrongly  occafioned 
by  that  Trade,  which  is  notoriouily  illegal 
and  collufive. 

The  Traders  and  Proprietors  of  the  Suri¬ 
nam  Colonies,  cannot  look  with  Indifference 
upon  the  Trade  of  the  French  Iflands  as  it  is 
now  carried  on.  The  Colonies  of  the  Dutch 
Subjects  in  America,  which  are  really  fer¬ 
tile  in  themfelves,  and  capable  of  dill  greater 
Advantages,  fuffer  a  fenfible  Decay  j  every 
Improvement  muft  be  neglefted,  and  the 
Produdts  of  them  proportionably  (ink  in  their 
Value  ;  while  the  Products  of  French  Iflands 
conveyed  thro’  the  Medium  of  the  barren 
Iflands  of  St.  Euftatius  and  Curaflao,  conti** 
nue  to  glut  the  Markets  of  Amfterdam,  and 
of  the  other  maritime  Cities  of  Holland. 

Above  all,  the  People  of  the  united  and 
defencelefs  States,  will  call  aloud  upon  thofe 
whofe  fhameful  Counfels  have  long  left  them 
defencelefs  5  but  more  efpecially  muft  their 

Terrors 
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Terrors  be  alarmed,  when  they  fee  their 
naked  Frontiers  furrounded  with  all  the  mer- 
cilefs  Depredations  of  an  increafing  War. 

Let  them  but  caft  an  Eye  upon  the  def¬ 
lated  Empire,  and  the  formidable  Vicinity  of 
the  deftroying  Armies.  Their  Houfes,  their 
Parents,  their  Wives,  their  Children,  their 
Properties,  Liberties,  and  Religion  are  all 
Ideas  which  muft  prefent  themfelves  to  their 
Reflection,  and  make  them  deteft  that  Ava¬ 
rice  which  would  deprive  them  of  their  an- 
tient,  and  almoft  foie  Defender,  and  betray 
them  into  the  infidious  Protection  of  an 
Enemy  who  never  foregoes,  altho’  he  has 
often  feemed  to  forget,  the  Syftem  of  De¬ 
struction. 

In  the  prefent  Conteft,  which  Great- 
Britain  fees  with  Concern  more  for  her 
Friends,  than  for  herfelf ;  fhe  afks  no  Gra¬ 
titude  from  Holland,  fhe  only  afks  Impar¬ 
tiality.  She  is  ready  to  forget  a  long  Series 
of  Benefits  and  Indulgences,  the  recent  Sa¬ 
crifices  of  her  own  immediate  Interefts,  and 
that  the  Republic  owes  its  Liberties,  and  even 
its  Exiftence  to  its  Connections  with  England. 
A  truly  neutral  and  diflnterefted  ConduCt 
would  be  efteerned  a  fufficient  Return. 

The  Minifter  of  France  has  dared  to  tell 
the  Republic  that  the  Caufe  of  his  Mailer 
and  of  the  United  States  is  a  common  Caufe. 
But  is  it  poflible  that  it  Should  be  true  ?  are 
their  High  Mightinefles  to  be  dictated  to,  and 

C  z  inflruCted 
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inftruded  in  their  Interefts  in  a  manner  fa 
derogating  from  their  national  Dignity  as 
Sovereign  Powers,  and  from  their  good  Faith 
as  Allies,  by  the  moll  folemn  and  facred 
Treaties  ? 

Should  the  Republic  become  ever  fo  blind 
to  the  lading  and  more  extenfive  Interefts  of 
its  Subjeds  as  to  unite  itfelf  in  a  Hill  clofer 
Union  with  the  Enemy  of  Great-Britain,  it 
muft  fall  a  Vidim  to  its  falfe  and  narrow  Po¬ 
licy  ;  fince  in  its  prefent  State  it  is  too  weak 
not  to  become  a  Province  in  effed  to  France , 
and  tho’  *  combined  with  that  ambitious 
Power,  it  could  not  long  be  fupported  by  it. 

Its 


*  Altho-1  the  general  Situation  of  Things  in  Europe  makes 
fome  little  Difference  in  regard  to  the  Truth  of  political  Re¬ 
flections  when  applied  to  former  or  prefent  Times  ;  yet  the 
Confequences  of  the  Dutch  States  hinging  themfelves  entirely 
into  the  Arms  and  Protection  of  France  at  any  time,  are  ex¬ 
tremely  well  pointed  out,  in  regard  to  both  Nations,  by  the 
Duke  de  Sully,  who  was  lo  fenhble  of  the  Inconveniences 
that  would  refult  from  it  even  to  France  itfelf,  that  he  ufed  his 
utmoft  Efforts  to  perfuade  his  Mafter  againft  undertaking  the 
Interefts  of  Holland  as  his  own,  and  accepting  their  Subjects 
as  h;s  Dependents,  for  fear  of  giving  Umbrage  to  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria,  and  drawing  the  Refentments  of  Spain  united 
with  England,  againft  them  both  ;  which  could  not  be  fafely 
ventured  upon  uulefs  France  was  fuperior  by  Sea;  a  Point 
which  fhe  was  not,  by  any  means  arrived  at  ;  and  as  to  the 
Dutch  States,  lie  fays  they  were  weak  to  the  laft  Degree, 
and  embroiled  vvith  Iuch  Diviiions  among  themfelves  as  muft 
render  them  very  impotent  and  uncertain  Friends,  and  dray 
upon  France  already  exhaufted  two  very  powerful  and  certain 
Enemies,  even  without  doing  Holland  any  Service,  but  that 
fugh  a  Union  of  France  and  Holland  would  only  ferve  to 

retard  a  general  Peace  for  a  few  Years. - Memoircs  de  Sully^ 

L.  23,  p.  315,  to  p.  3*9.  Edit.  8vo.  London. 
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Its  artificial  Government  is  a  very  compli¬ 
cated  Machine,  whofe  Springs  have  been 
rendered  feeble  by  Time,  without  a  Power 
of  renewing  themfelves ;  and  it  is  almoft  im- 
poffible  for  Holland  in  its  prefent  State  to  join 
with  France  in  a  declared  Oppofition  to  Eng¬ 
land,  but  the  Confequence  may  very  loon 
appear,  in  producing  a  new  Form  of  Govern¬ 
ment. 

The  Refult  of  fo  fundamental  a  Change  in 
a  Country  long  fupported  merely  by  the  ex- 
ceffive  Induftry,  and  Equality  of  all  its  Mem¬ 
bers,  would  be  the  returning  into  its  original 
Condition. 

Whenever  that  Event  fhall  be,  England, 
France,  and  the  Proteftant  Powers  will  divide 
among  themfelves  its  Wealth,  its  Trade,  and 
even  the  Number  of  its  Inhabitants ;  and  it  is 
very  eafy  to  judge  which  Country  would 
fhare  the  largeft  Part,  when  we  refleCt  upon 
the  prefent  Connections  of  the  Subjects  of 
Holland  in  point  of  Property. 

The  Republic  which  haftily  grew  up  to  its 
Maturity,  may  with  equal  Rapidity  be  precipi¬ 
tating  towards  its  DeftruCtion  ;  and  the  Times 
are  perhaps  approaching  when  the  Ocean 
will  recover  that  Empire,  which  the  Arts  of 
Induftry,  of  Frugality,  and  of  public  Virtue 
once  wrefted  from  him. 

The  Republic  therefore  would  do  well  to 
confider  in  the  prefent  unhappy  Situation  of 
Europe,  which  Alternative  is  moft  eligible, 

g  whether 
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whether  Peace  with  all  Parties,  together 
with  the  Privilege  of  fuch  a  Trade  with  the 
Enemy  of  her  Ally  during  the  War  between 
them,  as  that  which  ihe  enjoyed  before  the 
Conteft,  if  it  is  poffible  that  Great-Britain 
can  be  perfuaded  to  grant  it  in  any  Degree 
after  fo  manifeft  a  Breach  and  Voidance  of 
Contrails  on  the  Part  of  Holland  ;  or  whe¬ 
ther  the  Republic  will  accept  the  deftruilive 
Offers,  advantageous  as  they  may  appear  to 
be  for  a  Moment,  made  by  the  Enemy  of 
her  moil  antient  Ally,  by  the  antient  and  fe- 
cret  Enemy  of  the  Republic,  to  whofe  never- 
ceallng  Ambition,  and  deftrudtive  Politics 
the  Miferies  of  all  Europe  are  now  to  be, 
as  they  have  often  been,  attributed;  and,  in 
which  the  Republic  will  be  too  happy  not  to 
be  involved.  The  Republic  is  to  determine, 
whether  Hie  will  ail  with  good  Faith  towards 
her  Friends,  or  whether,  on  the  other  hand 
the  will  encourage  the  Frauds,  abet  and 
aiTift  the  Caufe  of  their  Enemies,  contrary  to 
exprefs  Stipulations. 

It  the  latter  is  the  Choice,  let  her  (land 
to  the  Confequences,  an  Example  to  the  * 
World,  how  little  and  how  narrow  are  the 
Views  of  every  Nation,  where  the  Principles 
of  Trade  become  the  only  Principles  of  Go¬ 
vernment;  and  how  miferable  may  that  Peo¬ 
ple  become,  among  whom  the  intereft  of  a 
few  Particulars  is  reprefented  as  the  Intereft^ 
of  the  Community,  and  the  vaft,  and  com¬ 
plicated 
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plicated  Syftem  of  national  Felicity  is  feen 
only  in  one  View. 

But  to  defcend,  Gentlemen,  from  thefe 
Refledions,  which,  however  important  they 
may  be  thought  to  be  for  the  People  of  Hol¬ 
land,  may  not  have  the  fame  Weight  upon 
the  Sentiments  of  fomeof  its  Subjeds.  Let 
us  then  come  clofer  to  the  Point,  and  confider 
this  Subjed  under  a  more  perfonal  View. 

You  will,  I  hope,  pardon  the  Obfervation. 
Merchants  are  bad  Counfellors  in  Matters  of 
Politics,  where  the  general  Welfare  is  the 
Queftion.  Nor  are  all  Perfons  who  bear  the 
Name  of  Merchants  llridly  fuch.  The 
Commutation  of  the  Produds  of  different 
Countries  is  often  the  leaft,  and  frequently 
not  at  all  their  Concern  ;  much  lefs  therefore 
are  thele  Perfons  to  be  heard  upon  fuch  im¬ 
portant  Subjeds  relative  to  Commerce  as  re¬ 
quire  the  moft  extenfive  Refledion,  and  dif* 
interefted  Views. 

With  regard  even  to  thofe  who  are  really 
Merchants,  however  amiable  they  are  in 
uniting  the  Bonds  of  univerlal  Society,  not- 
withflanding  the  Separation  of  Countries* 
Climates,  Manners,  Religions  and  Govern¬ 
ments,  however  uleful  they  are  in  foftening 
the  natural  Wants  and  Miferies  of  Mankind, 
or  in  controuling  the  fatal  Confequences  that 
flow  from  the  Ambition  of  Princes,  and  in 
extending  over  the  World  the  Connedions 
of  Humanity,  yet  as  they  form  a  kind  of 
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feparate  Republic  of  themfelves,  independent 
of  the  feveral  Governments  under  which  they 
live,  their  Connections  in  one  Relation  often 
jar  with  their  Duties  in  another,  fince  they 
make  a  Link  of  that  Chain  in  which  the 
Enemies  of  their  Country  are  not  lefs 
united. 

With  regard  to  Commerce  itfelf,  confi- 
dered  as  a  general  and  complicated  Syftem* 
they  are  partial  Judges  of  it,  from  a  View 
only  of  that  particular  mercantile  Part  in 
which  they  have  been  nuried. 

The  Britifii  Nation  that  owes  fo  much  to 
her  Merchants,  has  fuffered  from  her  Mer¬ 
chants,  whenever  they  have  departed  from 

their  natural  Province. 

Should  a  fingle  factious  mercantile  Eng- 
lifh  Houfe  in  Amfterdam  involve  all  the 
Dutch  Provinces  in  a  moft  ruinous  War,  it 
will  not  be  the  fir  ft  War  that  has  been  occa- 
fioned  or  fomented  by  a  few  Merchants  upon 
other  Views  than  thole  which  are  the  Bafts 
upon  which  the  Counfels  of  an  able  Minifter 
are,  and  ought  to  be  founded,  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  Prelervation  of  his  Country. 

None  enter  more  readily  into  Wars  than 
Merchants,  none  are  fooner  weary  of  the 
Expences  of  it,  or  ajlonifoed  at  its  Dangets. 

If  it  is.  true  that  the  united  Clamours,  and 
Refentments  of  fome  Merchants  and  Nego¬ 
tiators  in  Holland,  and  elfewhere  have  gone 

fo  far  as  to  have  occafioncd  a  very  folemn  De- 

bate 
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bate  in  the  Councils  of  Holland,  before  the 
Reduction  of  Louifburgh  was  known, 
“  whether  War  fhould  be  immediately  de- 
“  dared  againft  England  or  not  ?”  they  have 
certainly  urged  the  Point  to  a  very  injudicious 
Extremity- 

Can  it  eafily  be  believed  that  the  Wifdom 
of  their  High  Mightinefles  is  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  impofed  upon  by  illfounded  and  mlolent 
Clamours,  fo  far  as  to  precipitate  themfelves 
and  their  Subjeds  into  a  moll  dreadful  and 
diftreffing;  War,  for  a  Trade  in  which  at 
Bottom  their  Subjeds  are  little  more  con¬ 
cerned  than  as  mere  Carriers,  Infurers,  or 
Agents  ? 

It  is  notorious,  and  the  Dutch  Agents  have 
confefled  it,  that,  excepting  the  Intereft 
which  Dutch  Subjeds  have  in  the  Captured 
Cargoes,  in  common  with  all  other  Infurers 
of  other  Countries,  the  adual  Property  of 
Dutch  Subjeds  amounts  to  nothing  more 
than  the  Value  of  their  outward  and  home¬ 
ward  bound  Freight,  inverted  in  French 
Produd  ;  an  Objed  that  bears  a  very  fmail 
Proportion  indeed  to  the  whole  Cargoes, 
which  are  generally  very  large,  in  Return 
for  the  great  Quantity  of  Provifions  and  Ne- 
ceflaries  {hipped  on  board  of  Dutch  Ships  * 

D  from 
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from  Britiih  Ports,  and  configtted  by  Biitifh 
Subjects  to  their  Agents  at  the  Dutch  lilands, 
which  are  delivered  there,  either  into  French 
Barks  coming  into  the  Harbour,  or  landed 
upon  the  Shore  ;  till  fuch  time  as  the  Barks 
can  return  again  from  the  French  lilands  to 
fetch  them.  The  Return  is  made  in  the 
lame  manner  of  Coffee,  Sugars,  Indigo,  and 
other  Commodities,  the  Growth  of  the  F  rench 
lilands,  and  which  are  well  known,  never 
to  have  been  the  Growth  of  the  barren  Soil  of 
thofe  lilands  which  are  inhabited  by  Dutch 
Subjects  ;  the  Object  of  whofe  Commerce, 
till  the  prefent  temporary  Sufpenfion  of  the 
Laws  of  France  in  favour  of  particular  li- 
cenfed  Dutch  Subjects,  lias  always  been  an 
Illicit  one  with  the  Colonies  of  every  other 
Nation,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Mother 
Country ;  and  which  mull  as  juftly  deferve 
the  Attention,  and  attract  the  Jealoufy  of 
Spain,  and  even  of  France  itfelf,  in  Times  of 
Peace,  no  lefs  than  it  now  demands  the  Re- 
fentment  of  Great-Britain. 

The  Return  is  made  under  the  Colour  of 
Dutch  Names,  anu  configned  to  Perfons 
redding  in  the  Ports  oi  Holland ;  but  upon 
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l’ont  fait  encore  cn  dernier  lieu  a  divers  en- 
;  St.  Domingue,  au  moyen  dechargemens  de 
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the  real  Account  of  the  firft  Laders,  the  Bri 
tifli  Subjects  in  England  and  Ireland,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Value  of  the  firft  Cargo  fent 
out  by  them,  and  the  reft,  and  far  greateft 
Part  of  the  Cargo  which  is  generally  treble 
to  the  Value  of  the  outward  bound  Cargo, 
is  upon  Account  of  Frenchmen.  And  ^ 
Hamburghers,  Bremeners,  Danes,  Swedes,_ 
Lubeckers,  Spaniards,  and  the  Merchants  of 
all  the  trading  Countries  in  Europe,  con- 
nedted  with  the  Dutch  or  French  Traders, 
are  fuppofed  to  have  a  Share  of  Intereft  indi- 
redtly  ;  the  ftridt  Property  of  the  real  Dutch¬ 
man,  will  upon  a  Ballance  of  the  whole  Ac¬ 
count,  clearly  ftated,  fink  into  a  very  unim¬ 
portant  Objedt  of  a  National  Conteft,  and 
Caufe  of  War. 

If  Dutch  Traders  had  been  contented  with 
the  immenfe  Profits  of  the  Infurance,  extend¬ 
ing  itfelf  with  every  Capture,  that  only  ferved 
to  enhance  the  exorbitant  Demands  of  the 
Infurers  ;  if  they  had  continued  to  infift  upon 
a  no  lefs  exorbitant  Freightage,  and  avoided 
only  the  Inverting  the  Profits  of  it,  in  a  Cargo 
fo  juftly  liable  to  Confifcation,  they  never  would 
have  had  Occafion  to  regret  fo  much  as  they  have 
done  their  own  Imprudence,  and  the  Inconve¬ 
niences  of  that  Avarice,  which  defeats  itfelf. 

But  no  good  Reafon  furely  can  be  affigned, 
why  Dutch  Claimants,  altho’  indulged  ample 
Time  and  Opportunity,  by  the  Britilh  Courts 
of  Admiralty,  have  obftinately  refufed  to 
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diftinguilh  fpecifically,  “  what  Parts  of  the 
“  Captured  Cargoes  were  taken  from  the  Shore 
*'  of  Dutch  lflands,  and  what  were  avowedly 
taken  out  of  French  Barks  coming  from 
the  French  Colonies unlefs  they  have 
meant  tacitly  to  confefs  that  the  Whole  is  the 
Property  of  the  Enemies  of  Great-Britain  ;  or 
that  the  Properties  of  Dutchmen  and  French¬ 
men  are  become  as  infeparably  blended,  as 
their  National  Characters,  in  the  American 
World,  have  long  been  equivocal. 

The  profufe  Thanks,  and  Careffes,  which 
have  been  received  upon  the  Exchange  of 
London,  by  the  Agents  for  the  Claimants  of 
pretended  Dutch  Cargoes,  are  a  Proof, 
too  notorious,  of  the  true  and  principal 
Points  in  which  thofe  Claims  are  centered, 
however  the  Circle  may  have  extended  it- 
felf,  and  that  the  Subjects  of  Holland  are  by 
no  means  the  foie  and  principal  Proprietors 
of  the  Cargoes  contended  for. 

It  is  natural  for  Men  of  grateful  Difpofi- 
tions  to  confefs  in  how  polite  a  Manner  their 
own  Affiduities  and  Services  have  been  re¬ 
paid  ;  but  it  may  be  more  agreeable  to  their 
Principals,  that  Agents  fhould  forget  their 
Applaufes,  rather  than  their  own  Difcretion. 

Some  very  extraordinary  Reafons  however 
muft  exift,  that  have  enhanced  the  Merit  or 
thefe  Commiffions,  beyond  the  merely  adting 
for  thofe  Perfons  in  Holland,  who  are  fuppofed 
to  be,  in  confcquence  of  their  Claims,  the 
Owners  of  the  Captured  Cargoes. 
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Whoever  knows  the  Nature  of  the  Eng- 
li(h  Courts  of  Judicature,  or  of  the  Englilh 
Government,  muft  know,  whenever  Pro¬ 
perty  belonging  either  to  Foreigners,  or  na¬ 
tive  Subjects  of  England,  is  depending  in  Li¬ 
tigation,  that  there  cannot  be  any  Merit  in 
Agencies,  farther  than  common  Honefty, 
and  diligent  Attendance  ;  after  having  made 
a  proper  choice  of  Perfons  of  Ability  and 
Character  in  their  Profeffion  to  follicit  their 
Claims,  and  condudl  their  Caufes. 

Yet  furely,  no  one  will  dare  to  prefume,  or 
even  to  inlinuate,  that  the  Agents  in  Dutch 
Claims,  have  not,  in  their  refpeftive  Corref- 
pondencies  abroad,  informed  fuch  of  their 
Principals,  as  are  there,  with  the  utmoft 
Exaftnefs  and  Impartiality,  of  the  true  State 
of  their  Caufes  depending  here;  and  how 
little  the  Succefs  of  any  of  them  is  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  their  own  Diligence,  and  Arts  of 
Addrefs,  as  Agents  ;  but  how  much  to  the 
Moderation  of  Captors,  the  Uprightnefs  of 
Britifh  Judicatures,  and  the  Attention  of  Bri¬ 
tish  Minifters. 

With  regard  to  Courts  of  Juftice  in  Eng¬ 
land,  it  is  a  mod;  amazing  Inftance  of  Neg- 
ledt,  and  felf-fufficiency  in  Foreigners,  who 
often  for  that  very  Reafon,  give  themfelves 
much  unneceffary  Trouble,  and  no  little 
Vexation  to  the  Britilh  Minifters,  that  they 
take  no  more  Pains  to  inform  themfelves  of 
the  firfb  Principles  and  fundamental  Laws  of 

the 
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the  Conflitution  of  England,  than  they  do  to 
fpeak  its  Language,  or  read  its  Authors. 

But  Foreign  Minifters  who  are  intruded, 
that  the  common  Courfe  of  Juftice  mult  take 
place  in  England,  even  in  regard  to  Foreign¬ 
ers,  cannot  but  revere  the  Equity  of  a  Go¬ 
vernment  which  is  formed  upon  fo  excellent 
a  Plan  ;  where  the  Cornells  of  their  own 
Countrymen  are  put  upon  a  Level  with  the 
Rights  of  Native  Subjeds,  and  are  left,  as 
they  themfelves  might  willi  and  entreat  to 
have  them  left,  to  the  Laws  of  Liberty,  un¬ 
controlled  by  Power. 

And  are  Dutch  Merchants  of  all  People 
unacquainted  with  the  iacred  Privileges  of 
Britilh  Tribunals?  which  referable  the  fo- 
lemn  Alfemblies  of  the  Amphydyons  in  An- 
tient  Greece;  which  divided  Juftice  to  va¬ 
rious  Nations,  which  were  equally  the  Re¬ 
fort  of  every  contending  Party,  and  which 
prevented  neighbouring  and  friendly  States 
from  deciding  the  Differences  of  a  few  parti¬ 
cular  Subjeds  by  the  Vengeance  of  their 
Arms. 

No  one  therefore  furely  will  dare  to  fugged; 
that  thole  Gentlemen  who  have  been  com- 
miffioned  to  ad  for  the  Claimants  in  Hol¬ 
land  have  railed  Spedres  in  order  to  have  the 
Honour  of  laying  them  again,  and  to  en¬ 
hance  the  Value  ol  their  lucrative  Com- 
milfions.  It  is  too  certain,  that  very  formi¬ 
dable  Spedres  have  been  raifed  by  fome  Per- 
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fons  or  other,  who  have  it  not  in  the  Povvc* 
of  their  Magic  to  make  them  difappear,  ot¬ 
to  prevent  the  Ruin  which  may  enfue  from 
the  Storm,  and  from  that  Confufion  which 
will  involve  even  their  own  Perfons  and  Pro¬ 
perties. 

I  dare  fay,  with  regard  to  the  mere  Agents, 
that  their  Correfpondents  can  do  them  the 
Juftice  to  witnefs,  that  they  are  not  the  Oc- 
cafion  of  thefe  outrageous  Clamours,  by  a 
falfe  Reprefentation  to  their  Principals  of 
either  Things,  or  Perfons ;  they  have  never 
exclaimed  againft  the  Proceedings  of  the  mo 
upright  and  unbiaffed  Judicatures  with  odious 
Appellations,  in  order  to  make  them  at  the 
fame  Time  the  Eccho  of  their  own  Applau- 
fes  ;  they  mod  furely  have  been  ftridtly  im¬ 
partial  in  difcharging  what  is  due  to  theii 
Country,  to  their  Principals,  and  themfeives, 
and  to  every  Perfon  with  whom  they  have 
been  concerned  in  their  feveral  T  ran  factions. 

Their  frequent  Attendance  on  the  Courts 
of  Marine  Judicature,  I  may  add  too,  their 
lingular  and  attentive  Vigilance  over  all  their 
Proceedings,  mull  long  have  enabled  them  to 
inform  their  Principals  what  thefe  Courts 
are,  and  of  whom  compofed ;  they  know 
by  what  Laws  their  Decilions  are  neceffarily 
governed,  and  how  equally  fuperior  they  are 
to  the  Influence  of  Domeftic  Minifters,  and 

the  ineffectual  Memorials  of  Foreign  ones. 
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.  Thcir  ,Prlyate  Acquaintance  and  Connec¬ 
tions  with  the  Advocates,  and  Practitioners 
m  them,  concerned  alternately  for  either 
Claimants,  or  Captors,  as  with  Men  of 
Knowledge,  and  Honour  in  their  Profeffions 
many  of  them  Perfons  of  large  Property,  and 
independent  Fortunes;  thefe  are  all  certainly 
Circumitances  that  could  never  do  them  Dif- 
credit  with  their  Principals,  whenever  they 
have,  nodoubt,  informed  thofe  Principals  of 
that  whieh  ,t  muft  give  them  the  higheft 
I  leaiure  to  hear,  from  fuch  good  Authority, 
n  mort,  they  are  Men  of  too  much  Pene- 
taation,  .  not  to  be  perfectly  fenfible,  that 
mercantile  Factions  are  utterly  inconfiftent 
with  the  friendly  and  pacific  Principles  of 
Commeice ;  nor  certainly  will  they  efteem 
it  any  Reflection  upon  themfelves  that  they 
have  been  thought  fuperior  to  a  PaiTion  ha¬ 
bitual  to  a  Profeflion  which  attaches  the 
Mind  to  one  ObjeCt  only,  or  that  they  have 
been  reprefented  capable,  as  they  are,  of 
more  elevated  Feelings,  of  that  univerfal/dif- 
interefted  Benevolence  which  forbids  to  aug¬ 
ment  the  Mifenes of  Mankind,  andaboveall 
of  the  Love  of  Truth.  ’ 

upon  fome  Occafions  there  has  been 
any  Appearance  of  Delay,  in  not  determining 
immediately,  and  finally,  the  Objects  of  their 
Commiffions,  the  Abfurdityof  Owners,  the 
Pervcrfenefs  and  Obilinacy  of  Dutch  and 
other  Neutral  Mailers  of  captured  VeiTels,  un-. 

2  traClable 
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tractable  as  the  Element  with  which  they  are 
converfant,  thefe  are  all  Reafons  which  can¬ 
not  be  unknown  to  Neutral  Claimants,  but 
mo(l  certainly  their  Agents  know  them  to  be 
the  true  and  general  Sources  of  the  Delays 
complained  of ;  nor  have  they  failed  appri- 
fing  their  Correfpondents  from  time  to  time  of 
the  true  Foundation  of  every  Difficulty,  and 
of  the  Lenity,  Moderation,  and  Readinels 
to  concede,  which  they  have  frequently  met 
with,  on  the  part  of  the  Captor  ;  at  the  fame 
time  they  have  doubtlefs  informed  them  too, 
how  liable  to  a  Repulfe  muff  prove  all  thofe 
Claims  which  have  frequently  been  given  in, 
by  the  Order  of  Principals,  I  muff  fay  with 
Effrontery,  on  behalf  of  Dutch  Merchants, 
without  any  Proof  of  Property  whatever  to 
fupport  them,  or  when  the  Bills  of  Sale,  and 
Transfers  of  Property,  and  other  Documents 
have  appeared  under  the  ft rongeft  Colours  of 

a  fraudulent  Tranfadion. 

I  prefume,  for  many  Reafons  relative  to 
the  Claimants  themfelves,  that  I  fhall  very 
eafily  beexcufed  from  inftancing  the  particu¬ 
lar  Cafes }  if  it  fhould  be  thought  neceffary 
to  produce  them,  the  Fads  are  as  obvious  as 
they  are  numerous,  and  from  Authorities  ex¬ 
tremely  authentic. 

Give  me  leave  to  add  one  Obfervation  to 
■  what  has  been  faid  upon  the  Subjed  of  Delays, 
which  muff  hold  in  all  free  Countries,  and 
judicatures,  where  contefted  Property  is  not 

E  deter- 
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determined  as  it  is  in  Defpotic  ones,  with 

an  arbitrary,  and  therefore  a  precipitate  De- 
cifion. 

When  every  thing  carries  the  Appearance 
of  a  fair  Tranfadion,  and  there  are  no  fufpi- 
cious  Subterfuges  on  the  Part  of  a  Claimant, 
nothing  is  fo  fhort  as,  or  more  obvious  than 
the  Determination  of  Property. 

But  when  great  and  almoft  univerfal  Col¬ 
lations  are  known  to  be  frequently  pradifed, 
then  muft  the  judicial  Proceedings  be  tedious, 
which  are  necelfary  to  unravel  the  Entangle¬ 
ment  of  Circumftances,  and  to  trace  every 
Fraud  thro’ a  Variety  of  Subterfuges, 

However  ignorant  Perfons  complain  of  the 
Length  and  Burthen  of  judicial  Forms,  in  all 
Courts  of  Juftice,  yet  in  themfelves  thefe 
Forms  are  conducive  to  excellent  Purpofes; 
they  tie  down  the  Hands  of  the  Judge  him- 
felf  from  arbitrary  Ads,  and  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  to  do  Juftice,  efpecially  in  com¬ 
plicated  Cafes,  unlefs  Truth  was  direded  to 
flow  regularly  in  eftablifhed  Channels,  that 
it  may  be  with  the  greater  Certainty  invefti- 
gated,  and  cleared  of  all  its  circumftantial 
Perplexities. 

The  Delays  of  Jufticc  lay  too  often  at  the 
Door  of  the  Parties  themfelves,  who  are  the 
firft  to  complain  of  its  being  in  a  Court,  as 
if:  the  Perfon  who  fits  *  there  to  difpenie 
Juftice  was  himielf  their  Adverfary. 

With 

*  The  Language  of  the  Author  of  the  Defence  of  the 
Dutch  Welt-lndia  Trade  addrefied  to  the  Good  People  of 

England, 
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With  regard  to  the  Britifh  Minifters,  they 
have  done  all  that  could  be  expedted  >  they 
have  done  all  that  depended  upon  them, 
and  have  left  the  reft  to  the  Laws  of  Liberty, 
of  England,  and  of  Nations.  They  have 
fhewn  at  once  their  Juftice,  and  their  Pa¬ 
tience,  the  one,  in  fearching  out,  and  deli¬ 
vering  over  Offenders  to  the  civil  Power,  and 
the  other,  in  hearing  with  Attention  the  re¬ 
peated,  importunate,  and  unreafona’ole  Com¬ 
plaints  of  thofe  who  have  forgot,  that  the 
Sovereign  Power  itfelf  in  England  is  fubjedlto 
the  Laws. 

New  Negotiations,  Conventions,  Expla¬ 
nations,  and  other  Methods  of  putting 
an  end  to  thefe  Contefts,  may  be  entered 
into  between  the  two  Nations ;  but  till  that 
is  done,  things  will,  and  muft  run  on  in  the 
ulual,  and  legal  Channels  of  Juftice. 

But  would  the  Dutch  Traders  infift,  that 
the  Britifh  Government  fhould  entirely  fup- 
prefs  Privateering  in  their  Favour  ?  Or  let  us 
fuppofe,  even  that  the  Britifh  Adminiftration 

E  2  fhould 

S 

England,  by  a  Merchant  of  Amflerdam,  and  publifhed  in 
Holland,  is  very  unjuftifiable  and  unbecoming.  The  Ex- 
preffions  which  follow  are  not  fuch  as  generally  attend  the  de¬ 
cent  Caufe  of  Truth  and  Juftice.  “  1  forbear  mentioning  the 
“  unwarrantable  Sentences,  Confifcations,  Vexations,  Bribe¬ 
ries,  falfe  Oa,ths,  and  above  all  the  unparallelled  Expenfive- 
<c  nefs  of  the  common  Courfe  of  Law,  vvhofe  very  Mercies  we 
“  have  experienced  to  be  cruel  in  England  ;  in  fhort,  the 
Havock  and  Deftru&ion  which  has  been  lately  made 
t(  amongft  our  Shipping  throughout  the  World,  by  thofe  that 
“  call  themfelves  our  friends  and  Allies,  cry  to  Heaven  for 
“  Vengeance.” 
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fhould  concede  to  them  the  Privilege  which 
is  contended  tor  in  its  utmoft  Extent. 

With  regard  to  the  firft,  Men  who  fub- 
fcribe  and  venture  their  Fortunes  to  aid  the 
Necefiities  ot  the  State,  deferve  and  receive 
its  Favours.  When  that  is  done  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  Loans,  the  Equipments  are  the  Equip¬ 
ments  of  the  Government ;  the  Lodes  are  the 
Lofies  of  the  Community.  The  Particulars 
who  have  given  aid,  are  fecure  in  the  Public 
Credit,  and  the  Faith  of  Parliament.  But, 
when  private  Perfcns,  commidioned  by  the 
State  to  make  War  upon  its  Enemies,  equip 
and  maintain,  they  are  liable  to  every  Lofs 
from  the  Inclemency  of  the  Winds  and  Seas, 
and  the  Superiority  of  the  Enemy,  while  the 
Advantages  they  receive  are  dearly  earned, 
at  the  Expence  or  their  dngle  Treafure  ;  and 
their  Blood  is  Ipilled  for  tire  general  Service, 
without  the  Hopes  of  Honour  or  Advance¬ 
ment.  Do  they  then  deferve  no  Counte¬ 
nance?  The  Dread  of  Enemies,  the  Awe  of 
Neutrals,  the  Support  of  our  marine  Power, 
by  purfuing  Objects  unworthy  the  Attention 
of  Royal  Ships  which  are  employed  in  other 
Services,  final  1  they  extend  the  Terror  of  our 
Arms  abroad,  and  be  difcouraged  and  op- 
predcd  at  home  ? 

While  the  necedary  Intereds  of  the  State 
require  tlrat  it  rtiould  llrengthen  its  Hands  on 
every  dde,  and  that  it  fhould  redd:  an  Enemv 

J  j 

who  ufcs  the  lame  Means,  the  Owners  of 

2  Private 
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Private  (hips  of  War,  mud,  and  ought  to  be 
encouraged  ;  nor  mud  they  be  checked  by 
too  fevere  a  Difcipline,  inconfiftcnt  with  the 
Nature  of  independent  Armaments. 

Altho’  it  mud  be  owned,  that  the  Crews 
of  Private  Ships  of  War,  like  other  Irregulars 
by  Land,  are  fubjedt  to  the  fame  marauding 
Difpofitions ;  yet  it  cannot  be  believed  as  a 
Fadt  univerfaliy  true,  that  the  Pilfering  of 
Cargoes,  on  board  of  Dutch  Ships,  have  been 
always  the  Adt  of  Englifh  Privateers  :  Re¬ 
wards  have  been  offered  by  the  Britifh  Go¬ 
vernment  and  Merchants,  fufficient  even  to 
tempt  falfe  Accufations,  in  Men  lefs  honeft 
than  Dutch  Skippers  are  fuppofed  to  be ;  yet 
it  is  afked,  whether  thefe  plundered,  dripped, 
and  mutilated  Hollanders,  have  appeared 
publickly  in  England  to  convidt  the  Offend¬ 
ers,  who  are  faid  to  have  thus  violated  the 
Law  of  Nations,  and  of  their  Country  ?  We 
are  affured  that  the  *  Notices  and  Admoniti¬ 
ons  of  the  Britifh  Minifler  in  Holland  have 
been  ineffectual. 

It  would  be  happy  for  Mankind,  if  War 
could  be  carried  on  in  a  Manner  as  little  de- 
flrudfive  as  poffible  to  Society,  and  to  the 
Happinefsof  Individuals;  But  the  Condition 
©f  the  World  is  fuch,  that  thofe  Humanities 
are  not  to  be  expedted,  and  are  often  im- 
pradticable. 

Let 

*  Memorial  preferred  by  Major  General  Yorke,  to  the 
States  General,  Dec.  22.  1758. 
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Let  thofe  neutral  States  who  complain  of 
1  nccvemences  arifing  from  Commiffion, 

tlZ  S  '?  Prrte  Pcrib”s.  rail  to 

their  Memories  what  Nation  it  was  that  fir  ft 
introduced  into  Europe  this  piratic  Method 
as  it  is  called,  of  carrying  on  a  War,  and 

Sdgehboeur!rmple  n£Ce<%  itS 

The  Depredations  of  the  Marine  Partifan 
Oue  Trouin,  are  celebrated  by  French  Hif- 
tonans  ;  and  can  the  Alliance  made  bv  the 
French  Admiral  de  Pointis,  with  the  Ame¬ 
rican  freebooters  in  his  Expedition  to  Car- 

thagena,  and  in  other  Parts  of  the  Weft- 
Indies  be  forgotten  ?  I  fay  nothing  of  the  in¬ 
human  *  Manner  of  War  pra&ifed  by  France 

in 

Jct?r?rrT"S  faiteS  3  Mr'  Le  Chevalier  de  Drucour 

par  Mr.  Prevoft  Commiflaire  General  dela  Marine  i™  ' 
teur  a  rifle  Royal.  Amrterdam  Gazette, le ,"nov 

he  f  2nn0t  be  ^PP0^  t]ia*  the  Argument  ufed  here  Should 
r  fuffibicnt  Jy  induce  the  General  not  to  ftand  a  general  Af 
lfthe  Resentment  dreaded  was  not  real;  prefended  Re 
fentments  are  the  Refentments  of  Politicians  and  notofSol- 

v.'ers‘,  rf,nd  there  13  buc  t0°  much  Reafon  to  believe  that  the 
hrench  iroops  and  Officers  deferved  a  Return  of  Cruehy 

which  induced  them  not  to  fuffer  the  laft  Extremities  of  a 

tSelvTs.  ^3  faUl  “  thC  'nn0Cent  Inhabitants-  than  to 

II  feront  tous  expofer,  fays  M.  Prevofl,  aufang.let  au  carnage 
aux  horreurs  que  peuvent  commettre  les  Soldats  effien?z’ 
sntrainez,  a ices  horreurs  par  un  pretendu  refen  timent  de  ce 
que  s  eft  pafle  en  Canada.  “ 

Whoever  knows  the  Humanity  and  Generality  oftheEn 
ghlh  Nation,  mull  know,  that  if  there  was  n0)  Ground  for 

the  Retaliation,  there  could  be  no  Ground  for  the  Terror 

w  it* 
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in  North-America,  againft  the  even  dif- 
armed  Inhabitants  of  all  Ages  and  Sexes ;  nor 
of  the  cruei  Species  of  Ammunition  ufed  in 
Engagements  on  board  French  Ships  of  War; 
they  are  ail  too  {hocking  Proofs  of  the  real 
Barbarity  of  that  pretended  civilized,  and  ci¬ 
vilizing  Nation.  What  neutral  Friends  fup- 
ply  them  with  that  deftru&ive  Ammunition, 
as  well  as  with  other  neceffary  Stores  of 
War,  it  is  too  well  experienced. 

But  to  conlider  the  Subject  in  the  View 
of  Intereft  only,  it  cannot  be  doubted  but 
that  Freightage  and  Infurance  are  the  great 
Objedts  of  Holland  in  regard  to  the  Trade 
which  is  contefted. 

Now  fuppofe,  for  a  Moment,  every  Con- 
ceffion  to  be  made  on  the  part  of  Great- 
Britain  which  Holland  can  delire ;  where, 
upon  a  Ballance  of  the  whole  Account, 
would  be  the  Difference  to  Holland,  in  point 
of  general  Advantage  ? 

Let  the  Moment  when  the  Concefllon 
fhould  be  made,  and  the  French  Traders  be 
convinced,  that  without  the  Covers  now  ufed 
of  falfe  Papers,  and  fraudulent  Transfers, 
their  Property  would  be  completely  protected 
by  a  Dutch  Pafs,  and  a  Dutch  Veffel,  it 
would  no  longer  be  thought  neceffary  to  pay 
exorbitant  Duties  to  the  States  of  Holland 
for  unlading  and  relading  French  Cargoes, 
on  and  off  the  barren  Rocks  of  St.  Euftatius 
and  Curaffao.  The  Freightage  and  Infu¬ 
rance 
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ranee  would  fink  in  proportion  to  the  Safety 
or  rhe  Voyage.  T  he  Remains  of  this  advan¬ 
tageous  Trade  may  fuffer  a  ftill  farther  Dimi* 
nution,  and  Danes,  Swedes,  and  Spaniards 
may  then  become  the  next  peculiar  Favou¬ 
rites  ot  trance  :  who,  befides  fupplying  her 
Colonies  with  Neceilaries,  confiders  the  In- 
terefh  ihe  has  in  embroiling  every  other  com- 
merical  Nation  in  its  turn  with  Great-Britain, 
as  a  very  capital  ObjeCt* 

Under  the  prefent  Circumftances,  the 
Captures  made  by  the  Englifh  enhance  the 
Demands  of  the  Subjects  of  Holland  upon 
France  to  indemnify  them  for  their  Detai- 
nure  and  Expences,  while  the  People  of 
Holland  in  general  are  rather  Gainers  by  the 
Captures,  which,  if  they  proceed,  befides 
increafing  to  an  immenfe  Degree  the  Price 
of  Freightage  and  Infurance,  will  render  the 
Commerce  of  France  infupportable  to  its 
Subjects,  and  the  French  Wanders  will  be 
obliged  to  fell  their  very  Soil  to  Dutch  Sub¬ 
jects 

*  According  to  the  Writer  of  the  Memorial  or  Expofition 
of  the  Cafe  of  the  Dutch  Ships,  printed  at  Amfterdam,  this 
mult  be  the  foie  Object  of  France  by  a  necellary  Inference,  if 
we  believe  him,  when  he  fays, 

On  fait  tres  bien  qu  ’il  n’importe  tant  a  la  France,  fi  quel- 
ques  denrees  des  Ifles  Fran^oifes  fe  vendent  011  non,  et  qu1  a  la 
rigueur  ces  Ifles  peuvent  fe  pafler  des  Provifions  d’Europe, 
p.  1 1 .  Fol.  Edit.  1  beg  leave  to  obferve  that  the  reprelenting 
the  French  Colonies  as  above  the  Want  of  Afiiltance,  and 
lufficient  of  themfelves  for  the  Support  of  their  inhabitants, 
is  luch  a  Mark  of  Vanity  and  national  Prejudice  again!!  ap¬ 
parent  Truths,  that  the  Author  of  this  boaited  Memorial  am 
he  nobody  but  a  Frenchman, 
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jedts  and  other  neutral  Nations  for  Bread, 
and  the  common  Neceflaries  of  Life. 

To  conclude,  Gentlemen,  this  difa^reeable 
Subjed ;  Much,  I  am  fure,  will  depend  upon 
your  Reprefentations,  to  undeceive"  the  Good 
People  of  Holland,  whofe  Underftandings, 
whether  naturally  prejudiced  of  themfelves, 
or  mifguided  by  others,  have  by  no  means  en¬ 
tered  into  the  Foundation  of  .  the  prefent 
Difpute. 

You  cannot  jfhew  a  more  grateful  Proof  of 
loving  your  Country,  or  of  your  Benevolence 
to  Mankind,  in  the  utmoft  Sincerity,  than  to 
withdraw  the  Curtain  which  has  been  artfully 
covered  over  the  real  Interefts  of  Holland. 

You  will  prevent  the  Miferies  of  a  cruel  and 
unnatural  War. 

The  Terms  of  France  are  captivating,  no 
doubt,  but  the  Friendfhip  of  Great-Bntain 
is  neceflary.  If  Holland,  but  for  a  Moment 
refleds  upon  the  impotent  Condition  of  its 
Fleet  and  Army,  and  above  all  if  it  carts  an 
Eye  upon  the  embarrafled  State  of  its  Reve¬ 
nues,  it  cannot  hefitate  a  Moment  to  comply 
with  the  juft  Demands  of  Great-Bntain. 

1  ^  total  Separation  from  its  Alliance,  and 
the  Jundionof  its  few,  inglorious,  and  long 
inadive  Foices,  and  of  its  negleded  and  di- 
minifhed  Fleet,  with  the  ruined  Remains  of 
the  maritime  Power  of  France,  cannot  injure 

Great-Bntain  more  fatally  than  a  partial  and 
treacherous  Friendfhip. 
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Altho’  the  Northern  States  fhould  become 
Parties  in  the  Conteft,  yet  Great-Britain  can 
forgive  the  Ingratitude,  and  Folly,  which  fhe 
has  often  experienced ;  and,  whenever  Per¬ 
fidy  {hall  have  its  Hour  of  Completion,  {he 
\  will  draw  fome  Advantages  from  the  Injuries 

[  which  are  done  her ;  Ihe  will  fee  her  Ene¬ 

mies  ;  and  from  the  Ble  fling  of  Providence, 
and  her  own  Magnanimity,  and  from  the 
I  Prefumptions  fuggefted  by  the  increafing 

Strength  of  her  Navy,  and  the  Courage  of 
her  Officers,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  Ihe  will 
not  only  fee  her  Enemies,  but  that  Ihe  will 
do  more,  flic  will  conquer  them. 


FINIS . 


